
Part II – Zoning Ordinances 

Chapter 240 – Land Use 

Article 6. Town-wide Regulations (private road construction) 

 
240-6.14 Road Construction, filling and grading. 

 

A. On lots greater than five acres in area, the construction of a road, or grading or 

filling of the land may not commence prior to site plan review under Article 10, 

unless the planned land use is to serve no more than two residential units, or a 

use accessory to an existing single-family home. On lots of five acres or less, 

and on any lot when the planned use is to serve no more than two residential 

units, or a use accessory to an existing single-family home, such construction, 

grading or filling requires a permit from the Code Enforcement Officer. 

B.  A driveway/private road over 50 feet long for a single-family or two-family 

dwelling that the Code Enforcement Officer may permit, shall not be less than 

12 feet wide, with a minimum five-foot setback from the lot line. 

C.  A driveway/private road for a three-unit multiplex, or for three detached 

dwellings, must be approved by the Planning Board, and the right-of-way shall 

not be less than two rods (which is 33 feet) in width. The traveled way shall not 

be less than 16 feet in width of gravel, of hard, durable particles free from 

vegetative matter, 16 inches thick after compaction. Drainage swales must have 

slopes no steeper than 3:1. The center line of the roadway shall not be more 

than three feet off the center line of the right-of-way. 

D.  A driveway/private road for four or more detached dwellings must be approved 

by the Planning Board, and the right-of-way shall not be less than 50 feet in 

width. The traveled way shall not be less than 20 feet in width of gravel, of 

hard, durable particles free from vegetative matter, 16 inches thick after 

compaction. Drainage swales must have slopes no steeper than 3:1. The center 

line of the roadway shall not be more than three feet off the center line of the 

right-of-way. See Table F and exhibits for dimensions and hammerhead /cul-

de-sac design standards.  

E.  The Planning Board may reduce or modify the driveway/private road standards 

where strict adherence to the limitations cannot be met when considering a 

preexisting right-of-way, or cannot be met due to environmental concerns. In 

addition, during the course of their its review the Planning Board may consult 

with the Code Enforcement Officer and the Fire Chief regarding emergency 

equipment access requirements for new and expanded existing private roads.  If 
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such a modification(s) is approved, the Planning Board shall include the 

modification(s) in the site plan review's written findings of fact, and the 

applicant shall record the findings of fact with the York County Registry of 

Deeds before commencing any work or before receiving a building or land use 

activity permit from the Code Enforcement Officer. 

 

F. 

 

Table of Dimensional Standards 

Residential Use 
  Minimum 

ROW 

 Minimum 
Travelled 

Width 
Permitting 
Authority 

 Up to: (2) Single family Dwellings or (1) Two Family 
Dwelling 22' 12' CEO 

(3) Detached Dwellings, or 1(3) Unit Multiplex  33' 16' PB 

(4 or more) Detached Dwellings or residential dwelling 
units 50' 20' PB 

 
 

 



 


