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• This document is intended to provide key links and an overview for the process 
of obtaining a DEP Permit-by-Rule #16-A for the purpose of sand dune 
restoration.

• Key Links
• Maine Geological Survey Application Form (This must be submitted and approved before applying to 

DEP) 
Click HERE to download

• Maine DEP PBR-16A Application instructions and forms
https://www.maine.gov/dep/land/permits/pbr/sections/NRPAPBRSection16-A.pdf

Introduction

https://www.kennebunkportme.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif3306/f/uploads/pbr-toa-mgs_2024_pas.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dep/land/permits/pbr/sections/NRPAPBRSection16-A.pdf


• PBR 16-A is a subsection of the Chapter 
305: Natural Resources Protection Act

Official Chapter 305 Rule (all sections): 
http://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/rules/06/096/096c305.docx 

Permit by Rule (PBR) 16-A

• PBR 16-A applies only to sand dune 
restoration, beach replenishment, and/or 
construction activities

https://www.maine.gov/dep/land/permits/pbr/sections/N
RPAPBRSection16-A.pdf

http://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/rules/06/096/096c305.docx
https://www.maine.gov/dep/land/permits/pbr/sections/NRPAPBRSection16-A.pdf


Permit by Rule (PBR) 16-A
Instructions

• PBR 16-A has an excellent step-by-step 
instruction manual…

https://www.maine.gov/dep/land/permits/pbr/sections/NRP
APBRSection16-A.pdf

https://www.maine.gov/dep/land/permits/pbr/sections/NRPAPBRSection16-A.pdf


• PBR 16-A has an excellent step-by-step 
instruction manual

Permit by Rule (PBR) 16-A
Instructions

• All, but for one, of the forms required are 
listed… you will also need the Maine 
Geological Survey Application Form



• First - submit an application (via email) to the Maine Geological Survey using their 
PBR Application Form 

• Include (as directed)
• A map showing the location
• Project Plan
• Site photographs
• Project description

• This is the bulk of the work  

Permit by Rule (PBR) 16-A
Maine Geological Survey Application



• Upon approval by Maine Geological Survey (MGS), send (via 
email) the following to Maine Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP)

• Cover letter
• Brief description of project activities and location
• Kennebunkport Town permits/permission

• Contact Town Code Enforcement to obtain a Land Use Permit
• If not a Beach Use Agreement signatory, contact the Town Manager for a 

letter of permission to scrape up the sand
• When multiple properties are affected, letters of permission are required from 

each affected property owner

Permit by Rule (PBR) 16-A
Maine DEP Application



• In addition to the cover letter, also send
• All materials sent to MGS

• DEP Notification Form
• With proof of fee having been paid, and location map (in MGS materials)

• Dept of Marine Resources (DMR) Form
• With location map (in MGS materials)

• Dept of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife (DIFW) Form
• Only required if work is being done between 1 April  and 1 Sept

• This is due to the nesting cycle of endangered species (e.g. Piping Plovers)

• With location map (in MGS materials)

Permit by Rule (PBR) 16-A
Maine DEP Application (Cont’d)



• After 14 days – if no questions or denials of application are 
received, you are good to go…

• Additional Comments
• Sand must be comparable to existing beach – only option is 

to scrap up from lower beach
• Restored area must be quickly replanted with appropriate 

dune grass

Permit by Rule (PBR) 16-A
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