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Growth Planning Committee


30 North Street



Kennebunkport, Maine

Present: Robert Almeder, Anita Carroll, Wanda Daggett, Jamie Houtz [Chairman], Werner Gilliam [Planner], Charlie Reid, and Daniel Saunders

Members of the public:  John Daggett

Absent:  None

	


1.  Approval of minutes, meetings of April 21, 2009

· The Chairman called meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  

· The minutes of April 21, 2009 were approved 6-0.


2.  Comments from guests, any received mail and updates from other board/committee representatives.

· No guest for comments.

· Email from Judy Colby George of Spatial Alternatives.  She requested that we provide the parameters to be used for the Build Out scenario.  For example, what do we want to use as the distance from the existing public sewer and water.
· Charlie Reid recommended 1000 feet.  
· Bob Almeder recommended 500 feet.
· The consensus of the committee was to use 1000 feet.
· Dan Saunders recommended the distance be used in areas where both sewer and water lines exist.
3.  Old / New Business:
· Bob brought forward a concern he has with the wording in the Implementation section of the Land Use Chapter.  Goal 1, Strategy 4 states “Future mobile home parks, motels, and hotels are to be directed to areas of town that have sewer and water as an existing infrastructure or to areas that are planned for such expansion.”  Bob’s concern is with the definition of “planned” as used in this sentence.  Would this mean it is infrastructure that is in a plan approved by the town?
· Werner noted that it is likely that we will re-visit the Land Use Chapter in the future.
· Jamie Houtz reviewed the status of each member’s term on the Growth Planning Committee.  He requested that any members who chose to leave the committee at the end of their term provide him with a few names of possible candidates.

· Dan asked if we should review the Introduction Chapter to add a reference to the Implementation Committee.

· Jamie noted that he was going to request this topic be added to the Board of Selectman’s agenda.

4.  Preliminary Discussion on Economy Chapter.

· Charlie asked which version of the Economy Chapter we were going to use as a base line, the current version from the 1996 Comprehensive Plan or the draft chapter from the 2005 plan.
· Jamie commented that we would use both.
· Werner noted that the 2005 version is more representative.
· Charlie noted that without growth our taxes would increase significantly.
· Jamie asked how do we show this to prove that statement.
· Charlie commented that the revenues from auto excise tax and building permits were lower.  The fishing industry has reduced.  Tourism based on the number of rooms available is not likely to grow.  Residential growth is cyclical.
· Bob stated that the State valued the Town of Kennebunkport residential value as $1.9MM.  He was curious on how the State came up with this value.
· Werner commented that Biddeford converted more to commercial versus residential.  He will look into how this affected the tax revenue.
· Jamie agreed that we need to understand the benefits of commercial development, but we may want to idle back to make sure we don’t harm residential.  Tax incentives could be used to encourage the commercial development that the town desires.
· Werner noted that some towns do this by having a floating zone to encourage specific types of development.
· Jamie cautioned that as we debate the Economy chapter that we do not forget the culture of the community.

· Jamie asked that we read p78 – 79 of the 2005 draft of the Economy chapter.

· The committee then began discussion on Town Goal 1 of the Economy chapter.

· Jamie noted that we do not have a historical district.

· Anita commented that we should reference the Tree Committee and the Parson’s Way Committee in the strategies.

· Jamie noted that we should have an Issues section in the Economy chapter to support the goals and strategies.

· Jamie stated that we need a process to manage traffic flow.  He asked about grant money for dealing with traffic flow.

· Werner stated that the Code Enforcement and Planning Department generally seek after the grants for traffic management.

· Charlie commented that the town needs a road plan.

5.  Other Business/

· Motion was made to adjourn, seconded, and approved 6-0.

Submitted by Dan Saunders     

