Minutes of the Growth Planning Committee for Jan.8, 2008

7.p.m   Village Fire Station, Kennebunkport.

1. Introduction of members and guests:

Committee Members Present: Jamie Houtz, Charles Reid, Wanda Daggett, 





Robert 
Almeder, Werner Gilliam.
Absent: 


Anita Carroll, Daniel Saunders
Members of the Public: 
David Kling, John Daggett, Carol Reid

Chairman of the committee called the committee to order at 7.p.m.

Minutes of Jan 2, meeting approved.

2. Handout and discussion of 3 town maps not included in previous comp

plan submission. Charles Reid moved to have them updated and appended

to Current Comprehensive Plan and the map index therein. 

3. There then proceeded a substantive examination of page 97 through

100 of the contents of the 2005 Comprehensive Plan in the chapter on existing                              land use and zone boundaries. Among other things, Jamie asked how specific

the comp plan should be, for example, by way of regulating water flow 

into the aquifer in the Shoreland zone. He also asked the committee to

examine how much of the earlier plan could be excised in the interest of

simplifying the language and allowing only what was essential. He

suggested that we could eliminate certain questions posed, and Charlie

thought that one of the questions having to do with how much growth is

desirable while still maintaining the rural character of the town. 

Charlie thought that some of the items were insensitive to relevant

issues and Werner noted that sometimes that is unavoidable. Almeder

noted that there seemed to be a problem with how much detail and

precision is required for the comprehensive plan, noting also that there
seemed to be a matter of sensitivity to the issue and problems at hand

and that would require a judgment of perception. Werner also noted in

that regard that if we have a land use problem originating from a

problem having to do with a lack of specificity, we should not replicate

the same problem by not changing the use item causing the problem.

4. We then turned to the items of inventory in the land use section. The

question was raised as to whether we needed to replicate in the comp

plan items such as district and lot size requirements. Werner noted that

it would be informative even if not necessary.  Jamie thought that the

mission of the committee was to get the town’s approval on the

comprehensive plan.

5. Noting that one of the town strategies to keep rural flavor of the

town was to employ more cluster housing for single residential units,

Jamie recommended that we educate the town on the benefits of cluster

housing. There then was a discussion prompted by Almeder on whether the

town’s vote to reject multiplexes and duplexes in cluster housing for

the free enterprise zone undermined the idea of educating the town on

the benefits of cluster housing. David Kling and Jamie saw no problem in

that what the town did not reject single family housing in cluster
communities.

6. Discussion on repealing contract zoning was the next item and Almder

asked Jamie if we could defer any discussion on it until Anita

Carroll and Daniel Saunders returned, as the matter was sufficiently

important to have the whole of the committee there. David Kling then

asked if he could have, at any rate, some feedback of whether to repeal

or revise article 13. Jamie thought that would be fine, and so the

members of the committee simply said how they stood on that issue and

four (Wanda, Charlie and Jamie were for amending it, while Almeder was in

favor of repealing it. Almeder gave some brief reasons why he

thought it ought to be repealed. He thinks most of the people who voted

against the Tides Conversion did so because they fundamentally opposed

contract zoning in general for various reasons. Owing to time

constraints and the need to discuss the possible budget for next year,

no substantive discussion was held on repealing contract zoning issue,

or on why we should amend it rather than repeal it. Jamie said we could

discuss it at a future meeting. The committee did not vote on whether to

repeal contract zoning, as the time for discussion was limited.

7. Budget:  Jamie went over the budget request for 2008 and said it

seemed we should ask for at least the same funding. Charlie suggested we

would need somebody to help us write up our recommendations for

ordinance inclusion etc, and so he thought it would be fine to request

for professional help another 5,000 in addition to the 10, 000 Jamie was 

going to request. Almeder agreed with Charlie’s request. 

It being 9.p.m.Almeder moved to adjourn and it was seconded.
