
CHIMNEYS AND FIREPLACES 

 
entirely outside the exterior walls of the building, including 
chimneys that pass through the soffit or cornice, shall have a 
minimum air space clearance of 1 inch (25.4 mm). The air 
space shall not be filled, except to provide fire blocking in ac-
cordance with Section R1001.16. 
 

Exceptions: 

1. Masonry chimneys equipped with a chimney lining 
system listed and labeled for use in chimneys in con-
tact with combustibles in accordance with UL 1777 
and installed in accordance with the manufacturer's 
installation instructions are pennitted to have com-
bustible material in contact with their exterior sur-
faces. 

2. When masonry chimneys are constructed as part of 
masonry or concrete walls, combustible materials 
shall not be in contact with the masonry or concrete 
wall less than 12 inches (306 mm) from the inside 
surface of the nearest flue lining. 

3. Exposed combustible trim and the edges of sheathing 
materials, such as wood siding and flooring, shall be 
permitted to abut the masonry chimney side walls, in 

 
accordance with Figure R1001.15  provided such 
combustible trim or sheathing is a minimum of 12 
inches (306 mm) from the inside surface of the 
nearest flue lining. Combustible material and trim 
shall not overlap the corners of the chimney by more 
than 1 inch (25.4 mm). 

R1001.16 Chimney fireblocking. All spaces between chim-
neys and floors and ceilings through which chimneys pass 
shall be fireblocked with noncombustible material securely 
fastened in place. The fireblocking of spaces between 
chimneys and wood joists, beams or headers shall be to a 
depth of 1 inch (25.4 mm) and shall only be placed on strips 
of metal or metal lath laid across the spaces between 
combustible material and the chimney. 

R1001.17 Chimney crickets. Chimneys shall be provided 
with crickets when the dimension parallel to the ridgeline is 
greater than 30 inches (762 mm) and does not intersect the 
ridgeline. The intersection of the cricket and the chimney 
shall be flashed and counterflashed in the same manner as 
normal roof-chimney intersections. Crickets shall be con-
structed in compliance with Figure R 1001.17 and Table 
R1001.17. 
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